MISTRIAL RULED 
IN BOWERS CASE 

-rr P — 

Jury Was Deadlocked 
1 0-2 for Conviction 

By W. F. MINOR 

(TimM-PIcavune Staff Correspondent) 

HATTIESBURG, Mis*. - A 
mistrial was declared Saturday 
in the state’s attempt lo con- 
vict Klan Imperial Wizard Sam 
H. Bowers of murder in the 
firebomb death of Negro Reader 
Vernon Dahmer after tha jury 
deadlocked 10-2 for conviction. 

Several jurors said openly 
after Judge Stanton HaH dis- 
charged them that they were 
disappointed in their inability 
to reach a decision. 

One juror shaking his head 
declared 14 we were hoping this 
sort of thing could be ceased 
and we thought we were going 
to do it.” 

Judge Hall discharged the 
jury at 9:12 a. ra. Saturday 
some 17 hours after the case 
had been handed to the jurors. \ 
JURY RETURNS 1 
The jury, made up of two Ne- 
groes and ten whites, had re- 
turned to their deliberations at * 
8 a. tn.. Saturday after being j 
i locked up overnight by Judge , 
i Hall but was unable to break 
I the 10-2 deadlock which had de- 
veloped Friday night. 

. After filing out of the jury 
; room Saturday morning the 
jurors each told Judge Hall 
that it appeared hopeless as 
far as making a unanimous 
decision. 

“I was hoping you would get 
together,” Hall told them, ‘‘but 
I’m going to abide by your 
wishes and discharge you.” 
WITHOUT BOND 
Immediately afterwards the 
45-year-old Bowers, regarded by 
the FBI as the organizer and 
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philosophical leader of the Mis- 
sissippi-born White Knights of 
the Klu KIux Klan, was re- 
turned to the Forrest County 
Jail where he has been held 
without bond since November. 

County attorney James 
Dukes said that afterwards 
“he will be tried again on 
this charge.” 

Several of the jurors who 
talked with reporters after- 
wards made it clear that the 
two jurors who held out against 
conviction refused to discuss 
the evidence and testimony. 


The Rev. Ralph Gerald, 33, 
one of the members of the 
jury, told reporters he was 
“disgusted” by the evidence 
which showed that the Bible 
and prayers were used in 
Klan functions. 

“Anytime you use religion to 
cover up evil intent, it is cer- 
tainly a disgusting use of reli- 
gious beliefs,” the Rev. Mr. 
Gerald declared. 


He said that only two of the 
jurors whom he did not iden- 
tify declined to enter into dis- 
cussions about the relative mer- 
its of testimony and evidence. 

He said he felt their refusal 
to accept the credibility of tes- 
timony by two former Klans- 
men, Billy Roy Pitts and T. 
Webber Rogers, was the reason 
they voted for acquital. 

Referring to Pitts, who is un- 
der a life sentence for murder 
in the Dahmer case, the Rev. 
Mr. Gerald said, “The fact that 
a man had given up most of his 
life would make his testimony 
credible, It seems to me.” 


The trial marked the first at- 


tempt by the state to punish 
Bowers for the Jan. 10, 1966, 
firebombing which resulted in 
the death of Dahmer, 58, Negro 
businessman and former, who 
was urging Negroes in rural 
Forrest County to register to 


vote. 

Previously, in a trial on 
charges of arson, a mistrial 
also was declared when one of 
the 12 jurors refused to convict. 


